
“Going  to  the  woods  i s  go ing  home.”  
–John Muir



We are  p leased to  announce  the  incept ion o f  Sunale i  Preserve– a  mounta in  park  care fu l ly  ba lanc ing  homes
wi th  the  s t i r r ing  landscape  o f  a  g iant  mounta in  and the  surrounding  va l l eys ,  on the  wes tern edge  o f  

the  range  known loca l ly  as  The Northern Peaks .  

Sunale i  Preserve :  A p lace  for  your  fami ly  to  gather.
A place  to  be  insp i red ,  to  be  in fused wi th  the  mounta ins ’  presence .

A place  to  protec t .  

“There  i s  in  every  Amer ican someth ing  o f  the  o ld  Danie l  Boone– 
when he  could  see  the  smoke f rom another  ch imney,

he  fe l t  h imse l f  too  crowded and moved fur ther  out  in to  the  wi lderness .”
–Hubert  H.  Humphrey



S U N A L E I  P R E S E R V E

We intend Sunale i  Preserve  to  be  deve loped in  the  Great  Camp trad i t ion– the  resor t  l i f e s ty le  that  took ho ld
in  the  Northern Woods  o f  New York State  be fore  the  turn o f  the  las t  century,  where  the  rugged cons truct ion

mater ia l s  and techniques  o f  the  p ioneers  evo lved in to  the  h igh ly  sought  a f ter  rus t ic  s ty le  we now ca l l
Adirondack .  The Great  Camps– where  fami l i e s  p lanned the i r  ho l idays  around the  seasons  and came 
nor th  for  the  canoe ing,  f i sh ing,  h ik ing  and sk i ing,  where  the  comfor t s  o f  modern l i f e  were  prov ided 

in  s imple  sp lendor.  

The t rad i t ion,  which began in  the  Adirondacks ,  f lour i shed throughout  the  country– the  borea l  fores t s  
and r ivers  o f  Mich igan,  the  Western s lopes  o f  the  Rock ies ,  and now,  the  Southern Appalach ians .  A very  

l imi ted  number  o f  home s i te s  sha l l  be  deve loped here ,  in  the  h ighes t  reg ion o f  Watauga County,  e ight  mi les  
nor thwest  o f  Boone in  wes tern North  Caro l ina.  The concept  o f  grand parce l s  o f  land and care fu l  

p lacement  o f  home s i te s  and outbui ld ings  wi l l  min imize  the  conf l i c t  be tween the  res ident ia l  communi ty  
and the  env ironment .  The s i ze  o f  the  home s i te s ,  known as  Homestead or  Camp Lots ,  wi l l  be  de termined 

by  the  su i tab i l i ty  and the  lay  o f  the  land.  Rang ing  f rom two to  twenty  acres ,  the  s i t e s  are  des igned to  remain
intact ,  accommodate  ent i re  fami l i e s  and be  passed down to  future  generat ions ,  creat ing  a  sus ta inable  

resor t  l i f e s ty le  in  one  o f  the  South’ s  most  s tunning  natura l  se t t ings .  



S U N A L E I  P R E S E R V E

Sunale i  Preserve  ex tends  f rom the  h igh ,  rocky outcropp ings  a long  the  h ighes t  summit  r idge  located  ent i re ly  in
Watauga County  to  the  ro l l ing  meadows and s t reams be low.  The crags  a long  the  prec ip i tous ,  serpent ine  sp ine

of  the  peak o f fer  s t i r r ing  v iews o f  mounta ins  wi thout  end– the  Unakas  and the  Unico i ,  the  I rons  and the
Blacks  and the  Blue  Ridge;  and of  course  a l l  the  peaks  o f  the  High Country:  Grandfather,  Roan and Beech;  

Table  Rock and Hawksb i l l ,  F la t  Top,  Elk  Knob,  Tater  Hi l l ,  Three  Top,  and a l l  the  va l l eys  fa l l ing  away 
into  the  watersheds  o f  Wi l son Creek ,  the  Yadkin ,  and the  New River.   

Be low the  rugged beauty  o f  the  summit  zone ,  the  h igh  meadows,  va l l eys ,  and the  creeks  that  fa l l  a long  
the  mounta ins ides  o f fer  t ranqui l  walks  and an ever- chang ing  v i s ta  o f  the  subt ler  aspects  o f  nature .  

A r ich  communi ty  thr ives  in  the  f i e lds  and meadows be low the  peaks– wi ld f lowers  and mounta in  shrubs  
and grasses ,  songb irds  and turkey  and deer  and grouse .  The r ich  contras t  be tween the  lush  meadows 

and the  h igh  peaks  prov ides  a  dramat ic  natura l  se t t ing  through every  season of  the  year.







S U N A L E I  P R E S E R V E

The Sunale i  v i s ion i s  a  way to  l ive  wi th in  the  env ironment– to  exper ience  i t ,  to  en joy  i t ,  and to  protec t  i t .
With  th i s  v i s ion in  mind,  over  200 of  the  1000 acres  a t  Sunale i  have  been des ignated as  a  permanent  

natura l  preserve ;  a  land t rus t  that  inc ludes  the  cont inued s tewardsh ip  o f  the  High Country  Conservancy.
Environmenta l ly  sens i t ive  hab i ta t s  and p laces  o f  great  aes the t ic  and sp i r i tua l  va lue ,  such as  the  summit  
o f  Sunale i ,  wi l l  form the  hear t  o f  the  protec ted  lands ,  whi le  the  large  s i ze  o f  the  home lo t s  ensures  an 

even greater  amount  o f  preserved acreage .  As each fami ly  bu i lds  the i r  “camp,”  the  a t tent ion to  
sus ta inab i l i ty  wi l l  create  micro - eco log ica l  zones  creat ing  an endur ing  mix  o f  

fami ly  home s i te s  wi th in  a  natura l  preserve .          

The in tr icate  sys tems o f  va l l eys  and r idges  that  form Sunale i  and the  ad jacent  lands  have  a  r ich  cu l tura l
her i tage .  For  generat ions ,  Nat ive  Amer icans  migrated  through the  va l l eys  in  search o f  buf fa lo .  Later,  Danie l

Boone and others  used Buf fa lo  Gap and the  mounta in’ s  s t r ik ing  prof i l e  as  a  landmark on the i r  way to  the
West .  I t  was  here  that  the  Buf fa lo  Tra i l  and the  Ind ian Path met  as  they  t raversed  the  Blue  Ridge  on the i r

way to  the  Caro l ina Coast .  The lush  meadows be low the  h igh  peaks  became favor i te  camps i tes  for  t rave lers ,
eventual ly  becoming a  permanent  se t t l ement  known as  Trading  Grounds .  By the  mid-1700’s ,  Trade,  as  i t’ s
now known,  was  home to  severa l  hundred fami l i e s  and was  qu ick ly  evo lv ing  in to  the  co lor fu l  f ront ier  town
for  which i t  i s  l egendary.  These  days ,  Trade i s  a  qu ie t  reminder  o f  i t s  pas t ,  ce lebrat ing  the  reg ion’ s  h i s tory

annual ly  a t  the  Trade Days  Fes t iva l ,  one  o f  many events  which ce lebrates  both  the  High Country’ s  pas t  and
present .  At  Sunale i ,  our  goa l  i s  to  remember  our  h i s tory,  to  ce lebrate  the  present ,  and to  p lan for  the  future .



S U N A L E I  P R E S E R V E

The majes ty  o f  the  Blue  Ridge  draws more  and more  peop le  every  year.  At  Sunale i  we want  to  protec t  the
env ironment  we fee l  i s  necessary  to  t ru ly  exper ience  the  peace  and t ranqui l i ty  o f  the  mounta ins .  We come to
the  mounta ins  in  search o f  the  sub l ime,  but  i t  i s  in  the  unhurr ied  pace  away f rom the  crowds  where  we f ind

i t–  the  chang ing  o f  the  l i ght  in  the  even ing,  the  f i r s t  i ce  r ime on the  t rees  in  fa l l ,  s tepp ing  away f rom the
warm g low of  the  Lodge ’ s  f i re  for  a  look at  the  winter  s tars .

And whi le  Sunale i  i s  jus t  minutes  away f rom the  great  t rout  s t reams,  sk i  s lopes  and go l f  courses  o f  the  
High Country, i t  i s  the  qu ie t  se t t ing  o f  the  countrys ide  and the  rugged beauty  o f  the  summit  o f  the  mounta in  

that  makes  Sunale i  a  p lace  not  on ly  to  ca l l  home,  but  a  p lace  for  re f l ec t ion and adventure .  







S U N A L E I  P R E S E R V E

Within  the  Preserve ,  the  conservancy lands  and the  Main Camp form the  bas i s  o f  the  Sunale i  l i f e s ty le .  
At  the  hear t  o f  the  Main Camp i s  the  Guest  House .  Bui l t  in  the  rus t ic  s ty le  o f  Adirondack arch i tec ture ,  

the  Guest  House  ep i tomizes  the  s imple  sp lendor  o f  l i f e  a t  Sunale i :  f rom the  wooden banis ters  and s tone  s teps
of  the  f ront  porch,  you might  p ick  up a  walk ing  s t i ck  and s t ro l l  in to  the  h igh  mounta ins  and watch the  sun

se t  over  Roan Mounta in ,  then af terwards  recount  the  day’ s  adventures  whi le  re lax ing  in  the  care  o f  the
Camp’s  outs tanding  serv ice .  Guest  rooms in  the  t rad i t ion o f  Amer ica’ s  great  Nat ional  Parks  are  

ava i lab le  for  proper ty  owners  and gues t s .  

In  addi t ion to  the  Guest  House ,  the  Main Camp inc ludes  a  f i tness  center,  a  res i s tance  poo l  and the
She l ter. The She l ter, in  i t s  rus t ic  s ty le ,  over looks  a  tennis  court  and put t ing  green for  proper ty  owners  

and the i r  gues t s  to  en joy.

Of  course ,  a t  Sunale i ,  we be l i eve  the  foca l  po int  to  be  the  land i t se l f–  and to  th i s  end,  we have  des igned
tra i l  sys tems throughout  the  conservancy lands  and su i tab le  greenspaces  for  the  qu ie t  en joyment  o f  

the  Preserve .  The She l ter  houses  the  Nature  Center  to  he lp  res idents ,  the i r  gues t s  and communi ty  v i s i tors
ga in  a  deeper  unders tanding  and apprec ia t ion o f  the  in tr icate  ecosys tems o f  Watauga County’ s  Northern

Peaks .  The in tent  i s  to  sus ta in  and even enhance  the  unique  qual i t i e s  o f  the  conservat ion lands .   



S U N A L E I  P R E S E R V E

B LU E  R I D G E  R E A LT Y  &  I N V E S T M E N T S
YONAHLOSSEE OFFICE: BOONE OFFICE:

226 OAKLEY GREEN 2277 HIGHWAY 105 SOUTH

BOONE, NORTH CAROLINA 28607 BOONE, NORTH CAROLINA 28607
TOLL FREE: 800 /962-1986 TOLL FREE: 877/962-1986

LOCAL: 828 /963-6400 LOCAL: 828 /263-8711

www.BRRI.net • www.SunaleiPreserve.com

Rich Mountain Rd.

221

221
321

194

105

194
321
421

421

194

221
421

321

421

421

321

Valle
Crucis

Zionville
Todd

Boone

Blowing
Rock

From
Winston-Salem

From Hickory

From
Hampton, TN

Vilas

BLUFF
MOUNTAIN

From
Banner Elk

From
Elizabethton,

TN

From
Asheville

From
Mountain City, TN

SUNALEI
Information

Centers

SUNALEI
PRESERVE

Railroad
G

rade Rd.

M

eat Camp Rd.

M
eatC

am
p

R
d.

Howard’s Creek Rd.


